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Introduction 


The abundance of fish and wildlife in Oregon and 
Washington makes the Northwest the ideal place to observe 
animals in their natural habitats. Watching different species, 
you will observe the clever adaptations each has made to 
survive in a particular habitat. You will gain a deeper 
understanding of how animals interact with other species in 
the natural world. 


In Washington and Oregon, more than 16 million acres 
of public lands managed by the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) provide a home for hundreds of fish 
and wildlife species, including 15 threatened or endangered 
animal species. Through conservation and management of 
wildlife habitat, BLM is helping to assure that native species 
will be preserved for future generations to enjoy. 


BLM, in cooperation with the Defenders of Wildlife, is 
enhancing wildlife viewing opportunities through the 
development of the Watchable Wildlife Initiative. 


Our first step is to provide detailed information to 
public land visitors to help them discover areas where 
different wildlife species are likely to be observed. 


Interpretive signs will be installed at many of the 
wildlife viewing sites to provide additional understanding 
and appreciation of wildlife in the Northwest. 


This viewing guide will assist you in spotting the 
fascinating mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, and invertebrates 
that live on public lands. So take your binoculars, and let the 
adventure begin! 


About this viewing guide... 


This guide describes opportunities to view a variety of 
wildlife species in their natural habitat at 47 locations on 
public lands managed by the BLM in Oregon and 
Washington. The viewing sites are grouped into three 
distinct geographic regions that have similar habitats and 
7 wildlife species. 

Each site is identified by number on a regional map. 
This number should be used as a reference in the guide for 
more detailed information about each site. Where 
appropriate each site description includes: 


eDetailed directions or a location map; 
eWildlife species found in the area; 
eBest times for wildlife viewing; 
eSafety considerations; 


¢Special features of the site including facilities. Facilities 
listed are federal, state, or privately owned. Travelers are 
encouraged to inquire as to availability. 


The most common types of wildlife for each site are 
identified by one of the symbols listed to the right. 































Wildlife Viewing Tips 
To improve your chance of a successful wildlife viewing 


experience we offer the following tips: 


#4 Look for this symbol. It has been adopted as the 
national standard for wildlife viewing sites. 


om we 


fi Get an early start. Wildlife are most active Ate: the 
early morning hours. 


Ff Be aware of seasonal patterns. Wildlife typically util- 
ize specific areas at specific times depending upon 
weather, breeding seasons, food availability, and other 
conditions. 


#4 Be quiet. Quick movements and loud noises will fright- 
en birds and animals. Your car can be a good viewing & 
blind so you may actually see more by remaining in your 
vehicle. 


HM Be patient. Entering an area by car, by boat, or on foot 
may initially disturb wildlife, but often animals will 
return if no threat is sensed. The viewer who takes the 
time to wait quietly will be rewarded with first-hand 
observations of wildlife behavior. 


f4 Visiting too many sites in one day may be disappoint- 
ing, so allow plenty of time for each one. 


#4 Take binoculars or spotting scopes, so you can view 
better from a distance without disturbing wildlife. 


fi Use field guides to help identify wildlife. 


Ff Be respectful. Wild species will remain in an area only 
if they are not disturbed. 
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The Pacific Coast, the Cascade 
Mountains, and numerous rivers and 
valleys make up the BLM-managed 
public lands in the western region of 


Washington and Oregon. 


Forests composed of Douglas-fir, western 
Hemlock and other tree species are found 
on these public lands in the Cascade Moun- 
tains. These forests provide homes to com- 
monly-seen wildlife such as Roosevelt elk, 
black-tailed deer, songbirds and birds of 


prey. 


) Nineteen BLM-managed lands in the interior river 
| )ancower > Valleys and canyons are mostly pine, oak, 
eer and madrone forests intermingled with grass- 

lands and stream banks. These valleys and 
canyons provide opportunities to view water- 
fowl, salmon, steelhead, beaver, river otter, 
songbirds, raptors and wintering deer and elk. 






Marshy areas, sand spits, beaches, tide pools, 
estuaries and sea cliffs highlight the public 
lands found along the ocean front. These areas 
have low-growing coastal vegetation and pro- 
vide opportunities to view shore birds, nesting 
sea birds, marine mammals, star fish and sea 
urchins. 
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Nestucca River, salem District 


Species: Anadromous fish - chinook and coho 
salmon and steelhead trout. Deer, elk, songbirds 
and bald eagles are also present. 


Description: The Nestucca River is a riparian 
system that supports about 200 species of wildlife 
and anadromous fish. Bear Creek and Alder Glen 
are the primary sites for viewing. 


The best time for viewing fish is from October to 
March. Mammals may be seen year-round during 
the early morning and evening hours. Songbirds 
are present year-round. Bald eagles are best 
viewed from December to February. 


Special features: The Nestucca River Road is a 
National Back Country Byway. Numerous 
recreation sites are located along the route. On the 
mainstream of the Nestucca River, BLM has con- 
structed about 250 fish rehabilitation structures 
designed to improve habitat for anadromous fish. 


Safety concerns: Visitors traveling the Nestucca 
River Road may encounter log truck traffic at any 
time. Though most of the road is paved, it is 
winding and narrow in places and visitors should 
drive cautiously. 
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Directions: From Interstate 5, exit at Wilsonville 
(exit 283) and proceed west to Newberg. Then 
follow State Hwy 240 west to State Hwy 47 at 
Yamhill, then south to Carlton. From Carlton, 
take Meadow Lake County Road due west for 
about 12 miles where it becomes the BLM’ s 
Nestucca River Road. 


Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area, satem District 


Species: Sea birds, brown pelicans, gray whales, 
harbor seals and numerous tidepool invertebrates. 


Description: A coastal headland and associated 
off-shore rocks provide habitat for a variety of 
marine wildlife. 


Tidepool invertebrates, such as hermit crabs, sea 
anemones, sea stars, and sea urchins may be 
viewed year-round during low tides. Sea birds are 
most common from March to August and the 
brown pelicans from June to September. Harbor 
seals are common year-round and gray whales can 
be observed from March to May. 


Special features: A historic lighthouse, built in 
1872, overlooks the Pacific Ocean. The BLM has 
on-site specialists available to assist visitors. 


Safety concerns: Near-vertical cliffs at the site 
can be hazardous if signing and fencing are 
ignored. Tidepools are slippery places and ocean 
tidal action is often unpredictable. Visitors should 
use caution when exploring the headland’s 
intertidal zone. 


Directions: Just north of Newport along U.S. 
Highway 101. 


Green Peter Reservoir, satem District 


Species: Osprey. 


Description: Osprey flying in the vicinity of the 
reservoir can best be viewed from April to August. 


Special features: Green Peter Reservoir has a 
3,720-acre surface area at maximum pool. Several 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Linn County 
parks are located along the reservoir’s shoreline. 


McKenzie River, Eugene District 


Species: Birds of prey, waterfowl, songbirds, 
beaver and deer. 


Description: Wildlife common year-round. 
Viewing can be achieved from numerous boat 
ramps along the highway or by float-boating down 
the river. 


Safety concerns: Visitors traveling Quartzville 
Road may encounter log truck traffic at any time. 
Though paved, the road is winding and narrow in 
places and visitors should drive cautiously. 


Directions: From Sweet Home, travel east five 
miles on State Highway 20. Turn left onto 
Quartzville Road. 


Directions: Take Highway 126 east from 
Springfield to a large block of BLM-managed 
public lands along the south side of the river 
between Vida and Blue River. A popular boating 
trip is from Finn Rock Bridge to the Dorris State 
Park. 
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Lake Creek Falls Fish Ladder, Eugene District 


Species: Anadromous fish - chinook and coho 
salmon, steelhead trout. Birds and amphibians are 
also common in the area. 


Description: The best time to view salmon is 
November and December; for steelhead, February 
and March. 


Special features: Waterfalls, two fish ladders, 
five concrete weirs and interpretive signing. 


Fish Creek, Eugene District 


Species: Anadromous fish - chinook and coho 
salmon, steelhead trout. Deer, beaver and various 
birds. 


Description: The best time to view salmon is 
November and December. For steelhead, 
February and March. 


Safety concerns: Use caution when crossing the 
highway to access the site. 

Directions: Take Highway 36 west from Eugene. 
Park vehicles in Blachly-Lane Campground, 1/2 
mile west of Triangle Lake. Follow the path along 
the east side of Highway 36 for 1/4 mile to the fish 
ladder access point. 


Directions: From Eugene take Highway 36 past 
Triangle Lake for two miles and turn east on BLM 
Road No. 16-7-30. Continue about two miles. 
Park in the old gravel pit area and hike along Fish 
Creek and side stream tributaries to view the fish. 
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Whittaker Creek Recreation 


Site, Eugene District 
Species: Anadromous fish - chinook and coho 
salmon. Deer, elk, and many varieties of birds. 


Description: The best time to view the migrating 
salmon is November and December. 


Directions: Take Highway 126 west from Eugene 
to Austa. Turn south on Siuslaw River Road No. 
18-8-34. Proceed one and a half miles to BLM 
Road No. 18-8-21. Turn right and proceed to 
Whittaker Creek Recreation Site. Follow the trails 
to the creek for fish viewing. 





Deadline Falls, Roseburg District 


Species: Anadromous fish - chinook and coho 
salmon and steelhead trout. 


Description: Opportunity to view anadromous 
fish attempting to migrate up the falls. Best 
viewing is May to September. 


Special features: The site is located along the 
Tioga segment of the North Umpqua Trail which 
is open year round to hikers, bicyclists and 
equestrians. Deadline Falls is within the 
boundaries of the North Umpqua Wild and Scenic 
River, close to popular fishing spots. 


Directions: About 23 miles east of Roseburg on 
Highway 138. Immediately after crossing the 
Swiftwater Bridge, park in the lot on the left. 
Follow the North Umpqua Trail about one quarter 
mile to the falls. 


Umpqua Osprey Nesting 
Viewpoint, Roseburg District 
Species: Osprey. 


Description: Osprey flying in the vicinity are the 
primary attraction of this area. The best viewing 
is April to September. Bald eagles and golden 
eagles may be seen hunting over the Umpqua 
River. 


Directions: Main viewing area at Tyee 
Recreation Site about 10.5 miles west of Sutherlin 
on Highway 138. Another osprey nest is visible 
from the highway upstream along the Umpqua 
River. 
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Wolf Creek Habitat Enhance- 
ment Project, Roseburg District 


Species: Anadromous fish - steelhead trout and 
coho salmon. 


Description: Structures and root wads are being 
placed in the creek to provide cover for fish. 
Juvenile fish can be viewed by tossing bread 
crumbs into pools behind the structure. 


Special Features: BLM, the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, Umpqua Fishermen’s 
Association, Douglas Timber Operators and 
Douglas County have joined to improve fish 
habitat on federal and private lands along Wolf 
Creek. 


Directions: About 19 miles west-northwest of 
Sutherlin. Access via County Road 33 and BLM 
Road 25-7-5.1. 
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Dean Creek Elk Viewing Area, Coos Bay District 


Species: Roosevelt elk; waterfowl, including 
mallards and wood ducks, great blue heron, 
Canada and snow geese, osprey and an occasional 
bald eagle. 


Description: Roosevelt elk commonly graze the 
pastures and bottomlands near Dean Creek, 
adjacent to the highway. Most of the year, elk 
may be seen any time during the day, except in 
early spring when cows seek cover to give birth 
and nurture their calves. Large numbers of 
waterfowl are visible in the wet areas, particularly 
in the fall and winter when numbers are highest. 


Coos Bay Shorelands, 


Coos Bay District 


Species: Waterfowl, birds of prey and shorebirds. 
California sea lions and seals. 


Description: The Coos Bay Shorelands are 
comprised of the North Spit and, across the mouth 
of the bay, Coos Head. The North Spit is a sand 
spit about five miles long, varying from one-half 
to one mile in width. Coos Head is a rugged 
coastal headland with rocky cliffs more than 100 
feet high. 


More than 270 bird species reside in or seasonally 
migrate through Coos Bay, Oregon’s largest 
estuary. A variety of waterfowl, birds of prey and 
more than 37 species of shorebirds may be 
observed in the Coos Bay area. 


Other unique birds in the area include the brown 
pelican in summer and fall, tufted puffins at the 
entrance to Coos Bay in spring and summer, and 
peregrine falcons which occasionally visit the 
North Spit. Seals and California sea-lions are 
commonly seen in the bay. 


Coos Head can be reached by turning off 
Highway 101 at Newmark, between North Bend 
and Coos Bay. The Coos Bay District Office in 
North Bend can supply brochures with detailed 
access maps upon request. 





1] 


Special features: Parking and interpretive 
facilities. 

Safety concerns: Visitors should drive their 
vehicles completely off the highway surface to 
one of several turn-outs or the main parking area. 
Directions: The area stretches 2.5 miles along 
Oregon Highway 38 about three miles east of 
Reedsport. 


QO MILE 1 
1 KM 


Existing 
Effluent 
Pond 


PACIFIC 
OCEAN 


O 
COOS BAY 


LEGEND 
MAJOR HIGHWAY 
SECONDARY ROAD 


CHARLESTON —— SHORELINE 





Special features: The annual Shorebird Festival 
in early September, sponsored by the Cape Arago 
Audubon Society, offers guided field and pelagic 
(seabird) trips. 


Directions: The North Spit can be reached from 
Highway 101. Take the turnoff to Horsfall Beach 
and Dune Access, then turn left on the Trans- 
pacific Highway. Access beyond the highway, to 
the interior of the spit, is limited to foot traffic and 
all-terrain or 4-wheel drive vehicles because the 
roads and trails are all sand. 
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New River, Coos Bay District 


Species: Waterfowl, birds of prey and 
shorebirds. 


Description: This landscape, dominated largely 
by bare sand, shore pine, open water and grass, 
supports a rich array of wildlife, waterfowl and 
other migrating birds. Four species are designated 
as threatened or endangered on state or federal 
lists: the snowy plover, peregrine falcon, bald 
eagle and Aleutian Canada goose. 


Shorebird numbers and variety are at their greatest 
during migration in April and May, or August and 
September. Brown pelicans, cormorants, murres 
and other marine birds can be observed along the 
coast. 


Special features: The landscape at New River is 
unlike any other coastal river in Oregon. The river 
is less than 100 years old. It officially begins at 
the point where Floras Creek intersects the 
foredune of the Pacific Ocean and turns north. 
From there it flows about nine miles north, 
separated from the ocean only by the single 
foredune, before emptying abruptly into the ocean. 
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Directions: Turn west off Highway 101 onto 
Croft Road, 10.5 miles south of Bandon. Look for 
directional signs to public lands access point at 
the Storm Ranch. 
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Rogue River - Whitehorse, Meaford District 


Species: Osprey, great blue heron, waterfowl 
and songbirds. 


Description: The best viewing season is from 
May through October. Osprey and great blue 
heron nesting occurs during this time. Both 
species nest in the area. The best viewing is south 
and east of Whitehorse Park. 


Special features: Parking, restrooms, trails, boat 
launching, picnicking and camping are available. 


Directions: From Interstate 5, take the Merlin 
Exit to Merlin, then go south on Robertson Bridge 
Road 3.75 miles to Lower River Road, continuing 
south 4.75 miles to Whitehorse Park. 





Rogue River - Hog Creek Landing, Medford District 


Species: Osprey, great blue heron, waterfowl, 
cliff swallows and many species of songbirds. 


Description: The best viewing season is from 
May through October. Osprey, cliff swallow and 
great blue heron nesting occurs during this time 
and all three species have nests nearby. The best 
viewing time for most bird species is early 
morning; however, osprey and great blue herons 
are active all day. 


13 





Special features: Parking, restrooms, boat 
launching. 


Safety concerns: Congestion at the parking area; 
dangerous cliffs. 


Directions: From Interstate 5, take the Merlin 
Exit to Merlin and continue northwest on the 
Merlin Galice Road 5.5 miles to Hog Creek 
Landing. The best viewing areas are adjacent to 
the river, which can be reached by trail from the 
parking lot. 
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Rogue River - Hellgate Overlook, medford District 


Species: Osprey, great blue heron, waterfowl and 
cliff swallows. 


Description: The best viewing season is from 
May through October. Osprey, cliff swallow and 
great blue heron nesting occurs during this time 
and all three species have nests nearby. 


The best viewing time for most species of birds is 
early morning; however, osprey and great blue 
heron are active all day. 


Directions: From Interstate 5, take the Merlin 
Exit to Merlin and continue northwest on the 
Merlin-Galice Road 6.5 miles to the Hellgate 
Overlook Site. Parking is available at a small lot 
adjacent to the road. This is a small area which 
overlooks the river from a large cliff. 





Rogue River - Rainie Falls Trail, mMedfora pistrict 


Species: Osprey, great blue heron, waterfowl, 
cliff swallows, hummingbirds, anadromous fish - 
chinook salmon. 


Description: The best viewing season is from 
May through October. The best viewing time for 
most species of birds is early morning; however, 
osprey and great blue heron are active all day. 


Rainie Falls is a partial barrier to spawning 
salmon. The fish may be observed attempting to 
jump the falls. 


Special features: Parking, trail, restroom at the 
falls. 


Safety concerns: Congestion at the parking area, 
slick rocks at the viewing area and dangerous 
white water at the viewing site. 


Directions: From Interstate 5, take the Merlin 
Exit to Merlin and continue northwest of the 
Merlin-Galice Road 13.75 miles to the Grave 
Creek Bridge. Parking is available along the road 
on both sides of the bridge. The Rainie Falls Trail 
Head is at the south end of the bridge. Rainie 
Falls is 1.75 miles west of the trailhead. 





Galesville Reservoir, Medford District 


Species: Osprey, bald eagles, waterfowl, hawks 
and blacktail deer. 


Description: The best viewing is from Chief 
Miwaleta Day Use Area in the early morning and 
evening hours. Various waterfowl reside on the 
lake throughout the year, especially in the spring 
and summer nesting season. 


15 


Special features: Parking, restrooms, picnicking 
and boat launching. 


Directions: Galesville Reservoir is located 30 
miles north of Grants Pass and 36 miles south of 
Roseburg on Interstate 5. Take the Azalea exit 
(#88) and drive east on Upper Cow Creek Road 
for approximately 7 miles to the Galesville dam 
and reservoir. Douglas County’s Chief Miwaleta 
Day Use Area is one mile further, on the right. 
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Flounce Rock, Medford District 


Species: Golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, black- 
backed woodpeckers, deer, Roosevelt elk and 
mountain chickadees. 


Description: Red-tail hawks may be seen along 
the edge of forest stands, near open fields. The 
cackling laugh and drumming of the black-backed 
woodpeckers are heard before they are seen. Look 
for the woodpeckers in dead trees or snags. 
Roosevelt elk may be observed along the 
ridgetops of Flounce Rock. 


Special features: This is an 8.6 mile driving tour 
along a volcanic ridgetop. A brochure is available 
from BLM’s Medford District Office. 


Safety concerns: Logging trucks are common; 
road is narrow and winding and not recommended 
for recreational vehicles over 12 feet long. 


Directions: From Stewart State Park at Lost 
Creek Reservoir, take Crater Lake Highway 62, 





Table Rocks, Medford District 


Species: Red-tailed hawks, osprey, great blue 
heron, swallows, blue-grey gnatcatcher and the 
California-Kangaroo rat. 


Description: Good viewing opportunities exist 
year round. 


Special features: Wildflowers are abundant from 
March to June; parking is available. 


Safety concerns: Stay on developed trails; poison 
oak is common. 


Directions: Take Interstate 5 north of Medford to 
Central Point (exit 32), and go north on Table 
Rock Road. Take Wheeler Road west to Lower 
Table Rock or Modoc Road east to Upper Table 
Rock. 





Hyatt Lake, Medford District 


Species: Bald eagles, osprey, Canada geese, 
cormorants, caspian terns and many species of 
ducks. Black tailed deer, gray and Douglas 
squirrels, porcupines, coyotes and chipmunks are 
common. 


Description: Waterfowl are the most commonly 
viewed wildlife species at the lakes. The best 
viewing occurs during the spring nesting season. 
Birds are most active April through June while 
fishing and feeding for their young. 


Special features: Parking, camping, picnicking, 
trails, boat launching, restaurant and facilities for 
the physically challenged. 


Safety concerns: Highway 66 and Dead Indian 
Road are major logging haul roads during the 
spring and summer. 


Directions: Take Interstate 5 to the Ashland exit 
(#14), proceed east on Highway 66 for 17 3/4 
miles. Turn north (left) on East Hyatt Lake access 
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road for 3 1/4 miles then left on Howard Prairie 
Road. Follow this road for I mile to Hyatt Lake. 
Several turnouts along this route are suited for 
viewing birds. You may return to Ashland by 
reversing your route or continuing on a loop road 
which passes by Howard Prairie Lake. 


































Offering great contrast, BLM-managed pub- 
lic lands of the central region range from the 
forested plateaus of the Cascade Mountains’ 
eastern slopes to broad expanses of high 
desert sagebrush. 
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Rivers, creeks, springs and wetlands, with 

their cottonwoods, cattails and lush grasses, 

add a welcome touch of green to the many 
shades of brown dominating this region. Tow- 
ering canyon walls rise above meandering 
rivers such as the Deschutes, the John Day and the 
Yakima and provide a great diversity of habitat within 
a small area. 


Visitors to these public lands can see large flocks of 
waterfowl, wandering herds of pronghorn antelope, or 
sage grouse strutting during their ritual mating dance. 
If you’re persistent and lucky you might catch a 
ay glimpse of the elusive mountain goat 
roaming the high country of north- 

ern Washington. 
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CPBELSGUILS SD CCILSGUILS 
‘¥ Special Offer : 


This coupon entitles you to one free night’s camping at any 
BLM campground in Oregon.* Information about BLM 
campgrounds can be obtained by calling: (503) 280-7001. 


<@ ay 





) 


*Include this coupon with campground registration form. Expires 12/31/93. 


TR SV Re ts Sa Re 





i 


a 


+¥ 
* $ ing 
1h e 


_ Central Oregon BLM Photo 












































Species: Shorebirds, waterfowl, grebes, loons and 
songbirds; mountain goats. 


Description: Spring and fall are the best viewing 
seasons for birds and waterfowl. Songbirds are 
common in willow thickets and cottonwood trees 


along the shoreline. With binoculars, mountain LEGEND y SPLIT ROCK 
: : < RECREATION SITE 
goats can be seen on Grandview Mountain one ACCESS ROAD fo 
mile northwest across Palmer Lake. CREEK & LAKE © 
©) 


Special features: Parking, restrooms, picnic 


4 PALMER 
tables and a boat ramp are available in the area. 


MOUNTAIN 


Directions: Take the Loomis-Oroville Road five 
miles north of Loomis. The viewing area is 
located on the southeast shore of Palmer Lake. 





Species: Songbirds including Northern orioles, 
Lazuli buntings, lark sparrows, Say’s phoebes, 
Wilson’s warblers and other sagebrush-steppe and 
riparian species. 


Description: A riparian ecosystem with LEGEND 

homestead locust groves and beaver ponds set in a —— MAJOR HIGHWAY 
: < 5 : —— ACCESS ROAD 

terraced basalt canyon. Best viewing time is z Bee 


spring and summer. 


Safety concerns: High clearance vehicles are 


recommended. DOUGLAS CREEK 


Directions: Take State Hwy 2 eight miles east of 2 
Waterville to road H SW to Douglas Creek. covet 


PALISADES 





Species: Bighorn sheep, songbirds and birds of 
prey. 

Description: Songbirds and birds of prey within 
the canyon are common year-round. The best 
time and place for viewing bighorn sheep is during YAKIMA RIVER CANYON 
spring and winter across the river 1.5 to 2.5 miles 
north of the Umtanum Recreation Site. 


UMTANUMO 


: Reta: LEGEND 
Special features: Three recreation sites - — MAJOR HIGHWAY ROZA 
Umtanum Creek, Squaw Creek and Roza are RIVER 
located along the route. Facilities include Dey ROZA DAM¢ 


restrooms, trails, boating access and primitive 
camping. 

Directions: Take Canyon Road (State Hwy 821) 
between Ellensburg and Selah. Good viewing 
opportunities are available along the entire route. 
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Bighorn Sheep — Marty Cordano 
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Species: Long-billed curlews; Swainsons and red- 
tailed hawks and golden eagles also common to 
the area. 


Description: Primary nesting site for curlews 
which normally begin arriving in the area in late 
March. The best viewing opportunities are from 
early April to early May, with the major activity 
occurring between 9 a.m. and 12 noon and again 
in late afternoon. 


Safety concerns: Four-wheel drive or vehicles 
with high clearance are recommended. 


Directions: From Interstate 84 at Arlington take 
State Highway 19 about one mile to Rhea Road 
and turn left for about 7 miles to the viewing area. 
Vehicles are restricted to existing roads during the 
entire nesting period. we 





Species: Anadromous fish - steelhead trout and 
chinook salmon. 


Description: This site provides the opportunity to 
view traditional Native American dip netting for 
steelhead and salmon. Heaviest fishing periods 
are from April to early June for spring chinook 
and August to mid-October for fall chinook and 
steelhead. 


Special features: The Deschutes River access 
road is a National Back Country Byway. Several 
recreation sites are located along the road and 
river. 


Directions: From Maupin, follow the Deschutes 
River access road downstream along the east side 
of the river about 8 miles to Sherar’s Falls. Access 
is also available from State Hwy 216 from Grass 
Valley west 20 miles or Tygh Valley east, 9.5 miles. 
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Species: Mule deer, Rocky Mountain elk, bighorn 
sheep, Lewis’ woodpeckers, mountain grouse, 


mountain quail and a large variety of waterfowl, 
birds of prey, songbirds and wildlife. 


Description: The best wildlife viewing 
opportunities are year-round early morning and 
early evening along the South Fork of the John 
Day River. Birds of prey are best viewed early in 
the morning, and other birds throughout the day, 
along the South Fork Road. 


Special features: The road following the South 
Fork of the John Day River is a National Back 
Country Byway. . 


Safety concerns: Four-wheel drive or high 
clearance vehicles are recommended. The road 
can be rough to impassable during the winter. 


Directions: From Prineville drive east on State 
Highway 26 to Dayville, then turn south along the 
South Fork John Day River. You'll enter the best 
viewing areas about 4 miles up this road. The 
first 10 miles south of Dayville is a gravel county 
road. From mile 10 to mile 22 the road is 
seasonally maintained by the BLM. The 
remaining 10 to 12 miles is a paved county road. 
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Species: Bald eagles and other birds of prey; 
mule deer also common in the area. 


Description: Bald eagle viewing occurs in the 
area December through April with the largest 
concentration present February through mid- 
March. Wintering bald eagles can be observed on 
either side of the river. The best viewing occurs at 
daybreak as the eagles move out of nocturnal roost 
areas to begin feeding. 


Directions: From Prineville, drive one mile east 
on State Highway 26, turn south onto the Paulina 
Highway and continue east 25 miles to Post. 
Continue on the Paulina highway following the 
Crooked River. 
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Species: Sage grouse. 


Description: This is a strutting (mating) ground 
for sage grouse. Best viewing occurs in March 
and April from sunrise to midmorning. Observers 
should stay behind blinds to view strutting birds 
on the playa and remain behind the blinds until 
strutting activity has ceased. To minimize 
disruption of the breeding activity, viewers should 
be in place behind the blinds prior to sunrise. 


Directions: Take U.S. Hwy 20 east from Bend 
about 36 miles to State Route 27. Turn north (left) 
onto State Route 27 for about 3/4 miles. Turn east 
(right) onto a dirt road and go about 1/4 mile to 
an information sign on the right. Park vehicle and 
proceed on foot to viewing blinds two-tenths of a 
mile farther down the dirt road. 
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Silver Lake to Horse Ranch, Lakeview District 


Species: Mule deer and Rocky Mountain elk; Safety concern: Vehicle drivers watch for deer 
bald and golden eagles. on highway. 

Description: This area is the winter home to Directions: State Hwy 31 north from the west 
thousands of deer and a small herd of elk. Deer end of the town of Silver Lake to the junction of 
can be seen from the highway beginning in late County Road 5-10 (to Fort Rock). 


fall. Bald and golden eagles can be viewed in the 
area from December to March. 





Buck Creek, Lakeview District 


Species: Songbirds, birds of prey, small mammals Directions: Take State Hwy 31 west of the store 
and mule deer. in the town of Silver Lake for 1.5 miles to County 
Road 4-10. Turn west (left) and go 1.3 miles. 
Look for the parking area north of the road. From 
the parking area, follow the trail to the creek. 


Description: Large pines and aspens, canyon 
walls and proximity to water provide diverse and 
unique wildlife habitat for a multitude of birds 
during the summer months. Deer use the canyon 
for shelter during the winter months. 
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Species: Bighorn sheep; eared grebes, long-billed 
curlews and snowy plovers. 

Description: Abert Rim, stretching from the 
south end of Lake Abert to Alkali Lake, is the best 
area to view bighorn sheep. One of the most 
popular spots is above the geologic point of 
interest sign near mile marker 81. Bighorn sheep 
were transplanted to the rim in 1975 and 1977 
from nearby Hart Mountain. 


Sheep may be seen any time. Stop at the turnouts 
along U.S. Highway 395 where you have a good 
view of the rim and scan the slopes. Binoculars 
and persistence are recommended. 


Lake Abert is home to numerous species of birds. 


Directions: Travel north of Lakeyiew. on U.S. 
Highway 395 for about twenty-five miles. 





Species: Black-tailed deer, Roosevelt elk, 
occasional black bear or cougar; small mammals 
including silver-gray squirrels, rabbits and beaver; 
birds of prey and waterfowl. 


Description: The steep-walled canyon stretches 
for 15 miles from the J.C. Boyle Dam to the 
Oregon/California border. The larger mammals 
are best viewed in the early morning and evening 
hours. Small mammals may be viewed any time 
of day. 


The cliffs, rimrock and large pine trees in the 
canyon provide a haven for the birds of prey in 
which to nest and hunt. Along the river banks it is 
common to see Canada geese and other waterfowl. 


The best time to visit the canyon is from April 
through June although the roads normally remain 
passable through October. 


Special Features: Whitewater boat launch site. 
Camping and picnicking facilities available at 
Topsy Recreation Site. 
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Safety concerns: Falling rocks on road and 
poison oak. 


Directions: On the Oregon side, take the J.C. 
Boyle Dam Road. In California, enter the canyon 
through the community of Copco. High-clearance 
vehicles are recommended for all roads in the area. 





Species: Mule deer, antelope and occasional elk; 
Canada geese, mallard, pintail and gadwall ducks, 
cinnamon teal, swans, herons and sandhill cranes. 


Description: The Gerber Block is a large area of 
pine forest and open meadows surrounding Gerber 
Reservoir and many other smaller impoundments. 
Mule deer and elk are best viewed in the early 
morning and evening along the edges of meadows. 
Antelope may be seen any time of day in the open 
meadows. 


Waterfowl and other migratory birds are best 
viewed in the spring at Gerber Reservoir and other 
smaller impoundments. 


Special Features: Parking, restrooms, drinking 
water, boat launch, RV dump stations, camping 
and picnicking, and the area is accessible for the 
physically challenged. 


Safety concerns: Road conditions are variable. 
Visitors are advised to stay on main roads during 
wet periods. 
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Directions: The Gerber Block lies about 35 to 40 
miles southeast of Klamath Falls and is accessible 
from the towns of Bonanza and Bly. 
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Mule Deer — Mark Armstrong 
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Species: Long-necked curlews, sandhill cranes, 
northern shovelers, willets, white pelicans and a 
variety of ducks. 


Description: During wet climatic cycles, the 
Warner Wetlands is an area of interconnected lakes 
and channels interspersed with marshes, wet 
meadows and sand dunes. Over four hundred 
miles of shoreline create unique habitat for a 
variety of birds. The best viewing times are 
during the nesting season, April through July, and 
during the fall migration in September and 
October. 


Special Features: The Warner Wetlands have 
been designated an Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern by the BLM. The area goes through 
periodic wet and dry cycles which are important to 
the health of the wetland ecosystem. Because of 
variable conditions, it is a good idea to call the 
Lakeview District Office before heading out. 
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Directions: Travel north from the store in the 
town of Plush .9 miles on Lake County Road 3-10 
to County Road 3-12 and turn east (right). Follow 
this road for five miles to the Warner Wetlands 
sign. This is the main access for the Warner 
Wetlands, although it is accessible from other 
points to the north, east and west. Visitors can 
travel along the dikes and canals by car, walk the 
trails and shorelines or canoe in the channels and 
lakes. 


s) — Fred McDonald — 




















A broad expanse of mountains and high desert 
plateaus dominate the BLM-managed public 
lands of the eastern region. 





SPOKANE 






SPOKANE 


DISTRIC The high desert region is a vast and open area 


engulfed by sagebrush. To some, it may 
appear to be a waterless wasteland, but those 
who have explored the region by vehicle or 
on foot know that the desert is alive with 
communities of wildlife cleverly adapted to 
the challenges of their home. 


Spectacular canyons of the Owyhee River to 
the Alpine Tundra Zone of the Steens 
| Mountain offer a wide variety of 
é .) unique habitats within this arid region. 
“; Mule deer, antelope and numerous birds 

of prey are common residents of this area. 
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Wilson Creek Canyon, 


Spokane District 


Species: Birds of prey such as red-tailed and 
ferruginous hawks, golden eagles and prairie 

falcons; songbirds and waterfowl; mule deer, 
bobcats, badger, beaver and coyote. 


Description: Songbirds and waterfowl are most 
common in the spring. Birds of prey may be 
viewed year round. Mammals are resident but 
difficult to view. 


The canyon begins about 1/8 mile south of the 
bridge and a narrow trail leads to an overlook 
which is a 15 minute walk from the bridge. 


Directions: Located south of State Hwy 2, near 
the community of Govan. Take the county road 
south of Govan 3.5 miles to the intersection of 
another unmarked county road. Go west one mile 
to the Lewis Bridge crossing of Wilson Creek. A 
small parking area is located on private land next 
to the bridge. 
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Badger Slope, Spokane District 


Species: Birds of prey, coyote and mule deer. 


Description: Badger Slope is a steep, north 
facing grassland dotted with rims and rock 
outcrops. It is largely noted for nesting birds of 
prey including prairie falcons, ferruginous and 
red-tailed hawks and burrowing owls. Spring and 
summer are the best times to view the birds. 


Safety concerns: The McBee Grade and the jeep 
road may be impassable during inclement weather, 
especially to low-clearance vehicles. 


Directions: From Richland, go 15 miles on 
Interstate 82 to the first viewpoint. The slope is in 
full view from the highway shoulder. For a closer 
view, turn off I-82 at the Kiona interchange (I1 
miles west of Richland), and turn south under the 
freeway. Travel 1/2 mile to the McBee Grade 
Road and proceed up the grade for 2 miles. There 
is an unmarked jeep road which turns west for 
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about 1/2 mile and provides access to the 
ridgetop. 





Power City Wildlife Area, vale District 


Species: Waterfowl, shorebirds, songbirds and 
small mammals. 


Description: A waterfowl-wetland habitat about 
120 acres in size managed jointly by the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the BLM. 
Habitat supports a diversity and abundance of 
waterfowl best viewed during the spring (March- 
May) and the fall (September-October) migration 
periods. 


Shorebirds are abundant during the spring and 
summer nesting seasons. Upland game birds and 
small mammals may be seen throughout the year. 


Special features: A small parking area is located 
about 1/8 mile east on Bensel Road. Several small 
trails throughout the area provide good viewing 
opportunities. 


Directions: Located south of the Columbia River 
between Hermiston and Power City, it is at the 
north end of Hermiston at the junction of U.S. Hwy 
395 and Bensel Road. 





a3 

















© ateinkie 














/\ 


LOWER OWYHEE 


RIVER CANYON Vv 


OWYHEE DAM 4% 


HONEYCOMBS 


X/ 


LESLIE GULCH 





HOMEDALE 





O\. MARSING 


LEGEND 


MAJOR HIGHWAY 
ACCESS ROAD 
RIVER 








Lower Owyhee River Canyon, Vale District (below Owyhee Resevoir) 


Species: Songbirds, waterfowl, birds of prey and 
upland birds. 


Description: This viewing area is a 13-mile 
corridor along the paved road to Owyhee Dam. 
This stop is an excellent introduction to the 
canyon habitats typical of eastern Oregon and 
offers a wide variety of bird life particularly where 
cottonwood trees and willows are well established 
in the river bottom. Wood ducks can frequently be 
observed at the signed area on the Owyhee River. 
The arid canyon walls provide excellent 
opportunities to view desert birds such as rock 
wrens, sparrows and birds of prey. 


The best viewing time is from April through 
September. 


Directions: The beginning of this corridor route 
is located about 9 miles southwest of Owyhee 
Junction and State Hwy 201. The junction is 
located about 7.5 miles south of Nyssa, Oregon. 
Follow the signs to Lake Owyhee. 





Leslie Gulch, vate District 


Species: California bighorn sheep, chukar 
partridge, hawks, quail and songbirds. 


Description: Bighorn sheep were reintroduced to 
the area in 1965 and may be observed at any point 
after entering the canyon. Chukar partridge are 
usually seen along the road. The white-throated 
swift can often be seen soaring overhead. 


The best time for viewing bighorn sheep is early 
in the morning. The best viewing period for birds 
is April through October. 


Special features: Leslie Gulch is a National Back 
Country Byway. Facilities within the canyon 
include a designated camping area with vault 
toilets (no water) and a boat ramp providing 
access to upper Owyhee Reservoir. 


Safety concerns: Visitors are advised not to 
travel the access roads in wet or winter conditions. 
The upper reach of Leslie Gulch canyon is a steep, 
narrow and windy road. Towing large trailers is 
discouraged. The best road conditions are 
normally mid-April through October, although the 
canyon is subject to occasional flash floods. 


Directions: Eight miles south of Adrian, Oregon 
(7 miles west of Homedale, Idaho), follow the 
Leslie Gulch/Succor Creek National Back Country 
Byway signs on the graded Succor Creek Road 
from Oregon State Highway 201, or take the 
graded McBride Creek Road from U.S. Highway 
95, south of Homedale, Idaho. 
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Snow Geese — Fred McDonald 
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Soldier Creek Loop, Vate District 


Species: Pronghorn antelope, mule deer, coyote, 
sage grouse 


Description: A full day should be planned for 
this loop trip through the largely unsettled outback 
of southeastern Oregon. The route crosses some 
of the best pronghorn antelope and sage grouse 
range in Oregon. The best viewing time is April 
through September. 
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Safety concerns: The road is graded dirt with 
some gravel. Travel should be restricted to the 
dry summer and fall periods with high clearance 
vehicles only. 


Directions: From Jordan Valley follow the North 
Fork Owyhee Back Country Byway east into 
Idaho and then south to the 3-Forks turn off. 
Complete the loop by returning to Highway 95 on 
the Soldier Creek Road. 


Steens Mountain Loop Road, Burns District 


Species: Mule deer, antelope, Rocky Mountain 
elk, bighorn sheep, birds of prey, songbirds. 


Description: Steens Mountain Loop Road is a 
66-mile loop starting and ending at Frenchglen, 
Oregon. Seasonal closures limit vehicle access. 
The entire loop road usually does not open until 
mid-July due to heavy snowpack. Best 
opportunities for viewing wildlife are early 
morning and late evenings. Most species can be 
observed from the loop road and the overlooks. 
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Special features: The Steens Mountain Loop 
Road is a National Back Country Byway. Several 
recreation sites are located along the route. The 
historic settlement of Frenchglen is nearby. 


Safety concerns: Sudden storms can occur at 
any time on Steens Mountain. Severe winds, rain, 
lightning, snow and wet road conditions may 
occur throughout the year. 


Directions: Take State Hwy 205 south from 
Burns, 60 miles to Frenchglen. Follow 
directional signs to Steens Mountain Loop Road. 











Kiger Gorge Overlook, Burns District 


Species: Mule deer, Rocky Mountain elk, birds of 
prey. 

Description: From July through October, the 
early morning and evening hours provide the best 
opportunities to view the big game species. 
Golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, prairie falcons, 
kestrels and marsh hawks are often viewed from 
mid-morning to late afternoon riding the thermal 
air currents. 


East Rim Overlook, Burns District 
Species: Bighorn sheep. 


Description: Sheep tend to look for shade during 
the heat of the day; look for them bedded at the 
base of flat benches next to rimrock walls. 
Generally, the best time for viewing is July to 
October during the early morning and evening 
hours. 


Mann Lake, Burns District 


Species: Mule deer, pronghorn antelope and 
waterfowl. 


Description: Mule deer and antelope wintering 
range. The best opportunity to view these species 
is from December through April. Mann Lake 
provides nesting and feeding opportunities for a 
variety of waterfowl and shorebirds common to 
the Northern Great Basin. April through October 
is the best time for viewing birds. 


Safety concerns: Sudden storms can occur at any 
time on the Steens. Severe winds, rain, lightning, 
snow and wet road conditions can occur 
throughout the year. 


Directions: Take the Steens Mountain North 
Loop Road from Frenchglen. Follow the 
directional signs for 22 miles to the overlook. 


Safety concerns: Sudden storms can occur at any 
time on Steens Mountain. Severe winds, 
lightning, rain, snow and wet conditions can occur 
thoughout the year. 


Directions: Take the Steens Mountain North 
Loop Road from Frenchglen. Follow the 
directional signs for 25 miles to the overlook. 


Directions: Take Highway 78 east from Burns to 
Milepost 65, turn south on Fields/Folly Farm 
Road for 20 miles. 


Sagehen Hill Nature Ar €a, Burns District 


Species: Mule deer and songbirds. 


Description: A half-mile nature trail through 
desert and wooded areas (juniper) provides 
opportunities to view mule deer during the winter 
months along with a variety of songbirds 
associated with the different seasons, including 
mountain bluebirds, mountain chickadee, western 
meadowlarks, and American robins. 


Directions: Take Hwy 20/395 18 miles west of 
Burns to the Sagehen Hill rest area. 





Silvies Valley, Burns District 


Species: Waterfowl, sandhill cranes and swans; 
mule deer and antelope on the adjacent hill sides. 


Description: This area is a migration stopover 
for the waterfowl, cranes and swans during the 
spring. Deer and antelope are best viewed during 
the early morning and evening hours from spring 
through fall. 


Safety concerns: Little or no shoulders exist for 
pulling off of State Hwy 395 which can be busy at 
times. 


Directions: Take State Hwy 395 north from 
Burns for about 40 miles. The highway runs 
along the east side of Silvies Valley. 
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Partnerships 


Wildlife management is dependent upon federal, state and private organizations and countless concerned 
citizens coming together for a common goal - the protection and enhancement of wildlife. 


BLM has the responsibility to provide habitat for all species which are found on the public lands under 
its jurisdiction. 
The state wildlife management agencies, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Washington 


Department of Wildlife and Washington Department of Fisheries are responsible for managing the 
animals. 


_ The concept of a Watchable Wildlife Initiative originated in 1988 when the Defenders of Wildlife and 
_ the BLM, in partnership with other State and Federal agencies, developed a wildlife viewing guide for 
_ Oregon. That guide served as the catalyst for Defenders to launch similar efforts for other western 
‘states. — : | 
ierevestatercoustarCoverveclaleye\clecettanwadleleecomaCcanatel-ace) oyocevuatieliateweliins(e(cm tims (oun (ocimee Ne amaels Defenders 
of Wildlife, National Viewing Guide Program Director, 1244 19th St., N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036 or 


_. _ contact any BLM State Office. 











American Avocet — CW. Telford 
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Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area — Chuck Forinash 





BLM 
District 
Offices 


Salem District Office 
1717 Fabry Road SE 
Salem, Oregon 97306 
(503) 375-5646 


Eugene District Office 
2890 Chad Drive 

P.O. Box 10226 
Eugene, Oregon 97440 
(503) 683-6600 


Coos Bay District Office 
1300 Airport Lane 

North Bend, Oregon 97459 
(503) 756-0100 


Roseburg District Office 
777 NW Garden Valley Blvd. 
Roseburg, Oregon 97470 
(503) 672-4491 


Medford District Office 
3040 Biddle Road 
Medford, Oregon 97504 
(503) 770-2200 


Prineville District Office 
185 E. Fourth Street 

P.O. Box 550 

Prineville, Oregon 97754 
(503) 447-4115 


Lakeview District Office 
1000 S. 9th Street 

P.O. Box 151 

Lakeview, Oregon 97630 
(503) 947-2177 


Burns District Office 

HC 74-12533 Hwy 20 West 
Hines, Oregon 97738 

(503) 573-5241 


Vale District Office 
100 Oregon Street 
Vale, Oregon 97918 
(503) 473-3144 


Spokane District Office 
East 4217 Main 

Spokane, Washington 99202 
(509) 353-2570 


Bureau of Land 
Management 

Oregon State Office 
P.O. Box 2965 
Portland, Oregon 97208 
(503) 280-7001 
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Ferruginous Hawk — Marty Cardano 


BLM-OR-AE-91-34-6517 








